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About The Trade Collaborative Research Programme 
 

Introduction 
The African Economic Research Consortium AERC recently completed a collaborative research 
project on African Imperatives in the New World Trade Order. The project is part of a larger 
AERC collaborative research programme aimed at building capacity for trade policy making and 
trade negotiations in the countries of sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). Two previous projects in this 
programme were on Trade Liberalization and Regional Integration and Africa and the World 
Trading System which mainly dealt with market access issues. The aim of the just concluded 
project was to explore a number of cross-cutting issues including the integration of development 
concerns into the process of trade negotiations, domestic regulatory systems and multilateral trade 
rules; supply response capacity constraints in African countries, and modalities for African 
participation in trade negotiations.  The project had two main components: research; and policy 
advisory support. 
Components of the Project 
Research Component 
Many African countries face and will continue to face daunting challenges in terms of effectively 
participating and articulating their interests in a whole series of separate but inter-related regional 
and multilateral trade negotiations. These are the WTO-based negotiations under the general 
umbrella of the work programme associated with the Doha Development Agenda (DDA), the 
negotiation of the trade component of the ACP–EU Partnership Agreement, and the expected 
negotiations that will bring about the second phase of the proposed US–SSA partnership agreement 
embedded in the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). 
 
Each of these trade negotiations is taking the relationship between SSA countries and their main 
trading partners well beyond the non-reciprocal preferential trade relationships that they have, until 
recently, enjoyed. As some degree of reciprocity is brought into these relationships, SSA countries 
are obliged to confront more seriously a number of questions relating to the benefits and costs of 
trade negotiations, including the following: 
1. How binding agreements emanating from trade negotiations may affect each country’s overall 

development strategy. 
2. The extent to which supply response capacity constraints may limit the long-term benefits 

derivable from the liberalization of domestic trade regimes and hinder ability to take full 
advantage of opportunities to access external markets. 

3. How to align African regulatory systems with those implied by multilateral trade rules while 
minimizing the often high up-front costs associated with the implementation of the relevant 
multilateral agreements.  

4. How to enhance the effectiveness of African participation in the negotiations. 
 
These issues formed the core of the research questions that this project addressed. The previous 
research by AERC had suggested that these issues deserved more detailed analysis as a basis for 
providing SSA countries with the analytical and empirical backstopping needed as they embark on 
closer integration with the global economy. 
 
Trade negotiations constitute an increasingly important instrument for implementing a country’s 
national trade policy in a rapidly globalizing world. But trade policy is, itself, an integral part of a 
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country’s development strategy. Therefore, SSA countries are justifiably concerned that agreements 
emanating from trade negotiations should be consistent with their development strategies and assist 
them in achieving their broad development goals. They are therefore wary of trade agreements that 
have the effect of unnecessarily limiting their domestic policy options.  
 
The research component of the project was implemented through a set of country case studies 
focusing on agriculture, food security, manufacturing, services and the trade policy process. The 
case studies examined these issues in greater depth across 15 countries,1 in order to establish the 
variations in supply capacity constraints, the appropriate development policy measures for 
addressing these constraints, how substantive trade negotiation subjects relate to them, how national 
regulatory systems are affected by multilateral trade rules, what options exist for regional 
harmonization and coordination of African trade policy, and which sectors and negotiating issues 
are amenable to regional coordination.  In addition, a set of cross-cutting issues papers examined 
such topics as external tariff and non-tariff barriers facing African exports, preferences and African 
trade, African participation in the WTO process, policy space and trade negotiations, African export 
supply response capacity constraints, commodity issues in trade negotiations, and technical 
assistance and trade capacity building in Africa. In total, forty six country case studies involving 
about ninety researchers were completed in the project. 
 
Policy Advisory Component 
A second element of this project was to assist with the formulation of trade policy that builds on the 
identification of trade interests by articulating both general and specific policy objectives and 
specifying the strategies and instruments for achieving those objectives. This involved the use of the 
results of these studies to inform policy making in the broad area of trade policy as well as the more 
focused concerns for effective participation in trade negotiations. This component had a specific and 
primary target in terms of assisting African countries to prepare for and participate in the World 
Trade Organization’s (WTO) multilateral trade negotiations and the bilateral negotiations associated 
with the trade component of the African–Caribbean–Pacific/European Union Partnership Agreement 
or the USA’s African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). 
 
The impact and effectiveness of participation would not only depend on the quality of the research 
findings, but also on the timeliness with which they are disseminated to African policy makers. 
Since this research concerned itself with a rapidly unfolding process of negotiations, the 
dissemination activities had to be timely. Workshops for negotiators were planned and provided 
opportunities to present and discuss the research results with the relevant constituencies. Publication 
of results in a variety of formats helped ensure that African trade officials and negotiators had 
background material they needed on various aspects of the negotiations. Indeed the project made a 
significant contribution in this respect by providing the African delegates to the WTO Cancun talks 
with such materials. 
 
The Dissemination Workshop 
This dissemination workshop is, therefore, the culmination of the series of dissemination activities 
embedded in this project.  It brings together researchers; policy makers; experts from international 
organizations including the African Union, UNCTAD, UNDP, EU and WTO; representatives of 
                                                 
1 The countries involved were: Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Togo and Uganda. 
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private sector organizations such as the chambers of commerce, exporters associations,  cooperative 
societies, and farmers organizations; as well as civil society organizations. The researchers 
presented highlights of their findings and the policy issues they raise to this distinguished audience 
of experts and stakeholders who for their deliberations.   
 
The Workshop began with the opening remarks by Prof. William Lyakurwa, Executive Director of 
African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) who chaired the session.  Prof. H.K.R Amani, 
Executive Director of the Economic and social Research Foundation, gave the welcome remarks 
while Prof. Olu Ajakaiye, Director of Research, AERC gave an overview of the Workshop.  
Thereafter, the Workshop was formally declared open by Honourable Juma Ngasongwa, Minister of 
Trade, Republic of Tanzania.  See Appendix I for his opening speech.  The Workshop proceeded 
with the other sessions as contained in the programme shown in Appendix II. This rest of this report 
presents the summary of the presentations and highlights of the discussions in each of the sessions.   
 
 
Africa in the Negotiation of Economic Partnership Agreements with the 
European Union  
Chair:   Hussein Kamote, Tanzania 
Presenter:  Ademola Oyejide, University of Ibadan 
Discussant:  Walter Kennes, European Commission 
Rapporteur:  Adeola Adenikinju, University of Ibadan 
 
Summary of Presentation 
The introduction to this paper provided some background information on the Cotonou Partnership 
Agreement (CPA). The presenter noted that the CPA represents a fundamental departure from the 
previous Lome conventions. First, it is built on the principle of reciprocity and second, it will be 
structured as a series of economic partnership agreements (EPAs) or free trade agreements (FTAs) 
between the EU on the one hand and groups of ACP countries on the other. 
 
Four African EPA negotiation groups which are largely based on existing regional arrangements 
were identified. These are the CEMAC in Central Africa, ECOWAS in West Africa and ESA and 
SADC in Southern Africa. He pointed out that African countries have seen trade policy as an 
instrument to achieve their developmental objectives. He observed that since 1990s, African 
countries have embarked on significant trade liberalization leading to major reduction in average 
tariff rates and the various regional groupings have either adopted or in the process of implementing 
a common external tariffs (CET). 
 
The presenter set out key issues in EPA negotiations, underlining for the African regions the need to 
seek improved market access concessions to EU together with enhancing the African supply 
response capacity. The specific demand of African EPA regions should include duty and quota free 
access for all products; elimination of all EU domestic support and export subsidies on all products 
of export interest; exemptions of all exports from all EU contingent protection measures, close 
involvement of African EPA countries in the setting of EU product standards and SPS measures, 
and the provision by the EU of technical and financial assistance for establishing the infrastructures 
needed to meet the established standards; and full EU market access with respect to trade in 
services, particularly for movement of natural persons including all skill levels. 
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Agriculture remains an important sector in Sub Saharan African economies with many countries 
relying on the sector for employment, food, household incomes, foreign exchange earnings etc. In 
recent years, the agricultural sector has faced challenges in international trade particularly as a result 
of new imperatives in the new World Trade Order arising mainly from new multilateral trading 
arrangements. These country case studies attempted to analyze domestic and external market access 
conditions faced.  
 
Agricultural exports dominate international trade for the countries studied. In most countries 
agricultural exports make up over 50% of the total value of exports. These exports are less 
diversified, are exported as raw materials and most countries export similar products. Therefore 
there is competition among African countries in their exports. The major market destination for most 
agricultural exports from Sub Saharan Africa is Europe and in particular the European Union (EU), 
followed by. United States of America (USA) then by Asia. Lastly is Intra Africa trade. 
 
Market access conditions facing African agricultural exports to various markets are a combination of 
preferential conditions, MFN and non-MFN tariffs (advalorem, specific tariff quotas) and non-tariff 
barriers (NTBs). Preferential access to markets include the ACP-EU Lome Agreements, the United 
States of America’s African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA) and Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) for a number of Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) countries as well as bilateral and regional integration agreements.  
 
Some countries showed increased production of traditional exports and for non-traditional crops 
commodities. Traditional exports for some stagnated due to the declining world market prices and 
domestic marketing problems 
 
Supply side and external market access conditions affect the performance of the agricultural sector 
and need to be focused on during the DDA and EPA negotiations. More resources are needed for 
development of the agricultural sector. Measures to mitigate external market conditions such as 
complex tariff structures, peaks and escalation should also be focused on during the multilateral 
trade negotiations. In enhancing market access, export commodity diversification and market 
diversification are important features that should be addressed. 
 
Highlights of Discussions 
Several speakers, especially those from the private sector, particularly stressed two points: 
 

Improvement of the supply capacity in order to offer the developed country markets products 
matching their request, i.e. in adequate quality and quantity. 

 
Deve1opment of partnerships in the farming sector between policy research institutes and the 

AERC. The objective being to succeed in common development concepts. 
 
Lastly, with regard to future research areas, assent was on the following points: 
 

- Establishment of financial institutions to allow the private promoters create enterprises. 
- Exploring the use of technologies adapted to the specific needs of sub-Saharan countries. 
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Primary Commodity Issues the DDA and EPA Trade Negotiations 
Chair   Koulina Boukpessi Bararmna, Togo 
Presenter:  T. Ademola Oyejide, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Emily Mburu, UNCTAD 
   Aoussine Bouba, Cameroon 
Rapporteur:  Rose Ngugi, University of Nairobi 
 
Summary of Presentation 
Characteristics of Africa trade 

 Decline in Africa merchandise exports 
 Export dominated by primary commodities 
 The primary commodities are not diverse 

Issues of concern for primary commodity dependency: 
 Unfavourable world demand for primary products 
 Downward trend in prices 
 Volatility in prices 

Multilateral level issues of market access: 
• High tariff peaks and tariff escalation in OECD countries 
• Agricultural domestic support and export subsidies of OECD countries 
• Non-tariff barriers such as technical standards and (SPS) measures.  
• Market entry barriers associated with non-competitive market structures and marketing 

arrangements for commodities in OECD countries. 

Doha Declaration, the DDA committee focus: 
 Substantial improvements in market access 
 Reduction of all exports subsidies  
 Substantial reduction of trade-distorting domestic support 
 Eliminating tariffs for non-agriculture 
 Commitment to objective of duty-free and quota-free market access for products originating 

from the LDCs 
Areas of intervention 

 Waiver against the use of contingency import control measures against their exports to EU. 
 Special relief from excessively restrictive SPS regulations in EU 
 Involving Africa in setting standards 
 Provide financial and technical assistance for establishing and implementing relevant 

product standards 
 Use of EU competition policy for curbing non-competition behaviour 

Highlights of Discussions 
The discussant  and other participants pointed to following as solutions to the commodity problems: 

 Enhancing the negotiation capacity of the representatives 
 Strengthening unity among African countries to enhance the bargaining power in negotiating 

with the Northerners who have an advantaged position.   
 Encouraging  processing of primary goods to add more value 
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 Diversifying the markets for example in the African region 

Other issues of concern raised by the three East African to be addressed by the Committee on Trade 
and Development include the: 

 The adverse impact of internal liberalization of trade (including abolition of marketing 
boards) by producing countries. 

 The role of private sector mechanisms in commodity price risk management in 
stabilisation of prices. 

 The support needed for the adoption of programmes for diversification of production 
away from commodities suffering from structural over supply. 

 The impact the decline in prices of commodities is having on debt liabilities of 
Commodity Dependent exporting countries (CDECs), particularly those that are heavily 
indebted. 

 The provision of technical and where appropriate, financial assistance to the CDECs for 
the development of processing industries and for promotion of value added products. 

 Strengthening the institutional infrastructure to tackle transaction costs and overcome 
institutional weaknesses obstructing trade. 

 Create supportive conditions for trade and investment in the national development strategies. 
This including stable macroeconomic and sectoral policies, improved institutional 
frameworks, better access to seasonal finance and improved infrastructure.  

 Supporting producers’ and exporters’ efforts to meet market requirements. These include 
support to product quality improvement, including provision of testing services, and to 
improvements in logistics; elimination of unnecessary regulations, and upgrading of 
agricultural extension services.    

 
 
Trade Liberalization and African Manufacturing: Implications for the DDA and 
EPA Trade Negotiations 
Chair   Ernest Manirumva, Burundi 
Presenter: Francis Mwega, University of Nairobi and AERC 
Discussants:  Mohammed Nur Saney, Ethiopia 
   Brahms Achiayao, Ghana 
Rapporteur:  Adeola Adenikinju, University of Ibadan 
 
Summary of Presentation 
The presenter synthesized six case studies conducted on Africa's manufacturing sector under the 
AERC Collaborative Project on African Imperatives in the New World Trade Order. The countries 
covered were Cote d'lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and Uganda. The paper touched on the 
main findings of the studies and their implications for SSA in the context of the EPA and DDA 
negotiations. 
 
According to the presenter, the various African countries have liberalized their trade regimes 
substantially in the last two decades. These have led to sharp decline in tariff and non-tariff barriers. 
These countries have also implemented various forms of export promotion initiatives. However, in 
the case of Nigeria, the export promotion schemes lacked focus and were not adequately funded. 
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He stated that the reform policies did not have significant and sustained positive impact on the 
manufacturing sectors of the various countries. The reasons for this include unavailability and high 
costs of credit, infrastructure inadequacies, lack of access to external markets arising from 
ignorance, lack of agents abroad and high cost of operating in foreign markets, and adverse 
regulatory environment. 
 
He pointed out that the experience of Africa in terms of manufacturing sector performance is quite 
different from those of East Asia. The improvement in the manufacturing sector performance for 
East Asia has been largely due to the high degree of openness of the economy while African 
economies suffer from lack of credibility and instability of trade policies. It is in this context that the 
presenter believed that the EPA and DDA can serve as "agents of restraint" and bring an important 
additional degree of trade policy stability and predictability. 
 
The presenter said that domestic supply constraints rather than external market access are the 
dominant constraints to African manufacturing performance. These have limited the ability of 
African countries to take advantage of the various trade preferences. He also recognized that 
manufactured exports from some countries like Kenya continue to face international "peak tariffs'. 
 
In conclusion, he made some recommendations that are pertinent to African region in the DDA and 
EPA negotiations. These include: 
 

• SSA should adopt and implement consistent and credible trade and economic policies, with 
lock-in mechanisms. 

• provision of credits to SSA for their unilateral trade liberalization 
• elimination of tariffs peaks and escalations that hinder the diversification of manufactures 

exports 
• removal of export subsidies accorded to competitors from developed countries. 
• Developed countries should provide adjustment financing including support for policies to 

remove domestic supply side constraints. 
• SSA should seek longer transition periods in trade negotiations as well as the provisions of 

adjustment facilities. 
• The SSA long-term development aspirations in DDA and EPA negotiations should be fully 

considered. In this context, negotiations should be holistic, taking into account, the 
negotiations with respect to other relevant sectors of the economy. 

 
Highlights of Discussions 
The subsequent discussion revolved around the following issues: 

• African countries  must invest in the development of their national private sector. 
• The prime objective of African countries should be industrialization and not trade as the 

latter is a means to achieve industrialization and not an end in itself. 
• Pro-active and deliberate policies to address trade and poverty interface should be put in 

place. This should provide guidance on specific trade strategies which may be pursued at 
national, regional and multilateral negotiating fora. 

• Appropriate policies necessary to reduce the cost of doing business in SSA countries should 
be implemented.  This should encompass efficient port management, business registration, 
regulation and  the role of Banks, labour market, judiciary, taxation, licensing arrangements 
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as well as approval mechanisms.  Issues of product quality, price competitiveness of African 
manufactures are important if Africa is to take advantage of various preferences like AGOA. 

• Further research is needed to identify special goods and services for which longer-term tariff 
protection would be needed. These may then be translated into market access negotiations at 
regional and multilateral levels. 

• The issue of productivity and reduce dependence on foreign technology should be addressed.  
Also, there is need to address problem of low agricultural productivity before moving into 
manufacturing. 

• African countries must not just focus on production for foreign market but also seek to 
explore the large internal market that is available in the continent. They must also develop 
specialization by type of market being targeted - European, Asia, US, etc. 

• There is need to encourage the development of large multinational African companies 
through mergers and acquisitions. 

• Workshops such as this should be organized for African political leaders - Heads of States 
and members of Parliament to enlighten them on the implications of Protocol and 
Agreements they sign and on the need for them to honor those agreements. 

 
 
Export Promotion in Africa: Can the DDA and EPA Trade Negotiations Help? 
Chair   Simon K. Mutabuzi, Tanzania 
Presenter:  Dominique Njinkeu, ILEAP 
Discussants:  Vazoumana Doukoure, Cote d’Ivoire 
   Agayo Ogambi, Kenya 
Rapporteur:  Ephraim Chirwa, University of Malawi 
 
Summary of the Presentation 
The presenter explores the opportunities and challenges that the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) 
and the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) offer to developing countries, and African 
countries for export promotion. The presentation highlights the fact that negotiations in the DDA 
and EPA embody the mercantilist exchange of market access in which each party attempts to extract 
as many concessions as possible while offering as few concessions as possible. Although the DDA 
takes on development issues and addresses the concerns of developing countries, the mandate given 
to developed countries negotiators by their governments have not changed and their success will still 
be judged on the strategic position which they put their countries in the global environment. 
Similarly, the erosion of unilateral offers of market access of Yaounde and Lome Conventions 
through the introduction of EPA, development issues are not at the heart of negotiations.  This 
implies that the link between export promotion and DDA and EPA is not a direct one and African 
countries need to aggressively articulate issues that promote their development concerns. 
 
The presenter notes that African countries have several problems that affect the development of 
exports including supply side constraints facing exporters such as lack of and cost of start-up and 
working capital, erratic supply of public utilities, transport bottlenecks and poor communication 
networks, poor domestic trade and macroeconomic policies that lead to import protection, 
overvalued exchange rates, export taxes, inappropriate technologies and weak backward and 
forward linkages; and constraints relating to export activities such as information on foreign 
markets, export incentives, labour market disturbances, missing institutions and wrong 
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specialisation. African exporters lack competitiveness due to high transport and communication 
costs, lengthy delays in border clearance and high barriers to trade. It was argued that some of these 
constraints are not directly the concern of negotiations, unless development issues are agreed to be 
part of the negotiation processes. 
 
The presenter notes that although export promotion is not directly addressed in the DDA and EPA, it 
is a crucial aspect in realising the development aspirations of the negotiations, and Africa need to 
identify its export promotion objectives that can be effectively be achieved in the negotiation 
frameworks. 
 
The following policy issues emerged from the presentation: 
 

• Export promotion in Africa should include a process of enlarging national markets through 
regional integration, including creation of physical and institutional infrastructure supporting 
export activities. 

 
• There is need for trade facilitation for export promotion through maximum use of trade 

facilitation related issues addressed in the various obligations and provisions under the 
WTO. These should include simplification, harmonisation and automation of trade 
procedures. 

 
• Technical assistance and capacity building in trade facilitation, key to export promotion, 

need to precede agreement and be undertaken in parallel with negotiations on trade 
facilitation. Capacity building training should include modern trade management and 
customs techniques, the automation of trade related systems, participation in international 
trade standards setting and measures to improve port management and cargo handling.  Such 
capacity building training should include private sector operators 

 
Highlights of Discussions 
The discussant and other participants emphasized the opportunities and challenges that African 
countries face in negotiating export promotion in the DDA and EPA. The difficulties facing Africa 
relate to government policies and entrepreneurship deficiencies in the private sector. While the 
European Union is quite focused on what it needs to achieve in trade negotiations – open market 
opportunities for their exporters, African countries are reactionary and have not defined their interest 
in the negotiations.  For example, the share of Africa in the global market has declined from 3 
percent to 1 percent. We therefore need to think about ways of enabling growth in exports and link 
the negotiations to development issues that matter for Africa. The following suggestions were 
proposed by participants 
 

• Implementation of appropriate macroeconomic policies. 
• Development of backward and forward linkages through appropriate technologies.  
• Researchers should support the development of policies rather than reacting to policy 

mistakes.  
• Development of export policies and strategies – sector specific export policies by identifying 

sectors that need promotion and diversification.  
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• Capacity building should not only focus on human resource development in government, but 
should also include the private sector.  

• Institutions that support export development should be strengthened. Firms rely on their own 
small information networks, but they need support from specialized institutions.  

• There is need to address supply constraints first before reaching agreements in negotiations 
and the need to position poverty reduction, employment and growth in trade negotiations. 

• Articulation of the appropriate policies that can prevent de-industrializaton that may be 
occasioned by the EPA negotiations? 

• Development and implementation of policies and programmes necessary to move away from 
export of raw products to processed products? 

• Implementation of fiscal and budgetary policies by African countries to provide for export 
promotion and trade? 

• The problem of lack of information on the capacities and capabilities of the private sector in 
production of goods for export markets should be effectively addressed as this creates 
difficulties in identifying the type of support that can be provided to exporters. 

• There is need for government to support the development of an organized private sector that 
will promote high ethical standards and good business practices necessary for successful 
export diversification. 

• The public sector in Africa needs to work with the private sector. For example, the road map 
agreed for the negotiation of EPA in ECOWAS which ignores the participation of the private 
sector and women who are the main producers is not likely to be beneficial to Africa. The 
experience of Tanzania where the public sector works hand in hand with the private sector 
on policy issues through the Business Council chaired by the President should be emulated 
by others.  

 
 
African Interests, Options and Challenges in the DDA and EPA Services Trade 
Negotiations 
Chair   Emmanuel Sikombe, Cameroon 
Presenter:  Abiodun Bankole, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Charles Jebuni, Centre For Policy Analysis 
Rapporteur: Ousmanou Njinkam, University of Yaounde II 
 
Summary of Presentation 
The presenter surveyed the results of case studies on eleven sub-Saharan African (SSA) countries 
that present the Africa’s services trade in order to identify the region’s interests, options and 
challenges in services trade negotiations within the context of Doha Development Agenda (DDA) 
and the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) negotiations. 
 
Specifically, the paper starts by assessing the main features of African’s services trade, where the 
marginalization of the continent in this domain is indicated. Second, the paper assesses the main 
determinants of Africa’s services trade and finally the negotiating issues on services trade are 
addressed.  
 
The main conclusions of the paper are as follows:  
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1. Africa has a competitive advantage in mode 2 (consumption abroad), and mode 4 
(movements of natural persons) and mode 1 (cross-border supply) 

 
2. If Africa is to attract FDI needed for development, further liberalization should be based on 

mode 3 (commencement practice e,g. multinationals) 
 

3. Concerning the negotiation issues, Africa’s position should be guided by: -  
 

a. Review of experiences of GATS – commitments,  
 

b. An assessment of the impact of GATS based liberalization and  
 

c. An assessment of developed countries’ commitment technical assistance and 
differential and special treatment. 

 
Highlights of Discussions 
The subsequent discussion by the discussant and other participants revolved around the need for 
African countries to:  
 

1. Develop domestic regulatory capacity in order to protect consumers and avoid the adverse 
effects of monopolistic tendencies. 

 
2. Develop sectoral competitiveness 

 
3. Identify areas where SSA countries have competitive advantage, address the issue of 

domestic supply capacity and all the supply constraints that might exist 
 

4. Negotiate for technical assistance that will enhance the competitiveness of the services 
sectors of the African economies. 

 
 
Institutional Framework and the Trade Policy Process in Africa 
Chair:   Humphrey P.B. Moshi, Tanzania 
Presenter:  Adigun Agbaje, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Poukilipo Djato-Kolani, Togo 
   Nimrod Waniala, Uganda 
Rapporteur:  Yusuf Atiku Abdalla, Bank of Uganda 
 
 
Summary of Presentation 

The presenter synthesized the report on the experiences of seven countries on the interface between 
institutional framework and process of trade policy making in Africa.  He identified certain factors 
that have shaped the evolution of trade policy regimes and their attendant institutional architecture 
and processes in Africa. These factors are: historical experiences, including colonial and post-
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colonial experiences. The latter includes, the impact of sub-regional, regional and global regulations 
on policy. 

The presenter pointed out that the nature of political and economic regime - Dictatorships (military 
and civilian) and inward-looking strategies have weakened institutional framework while 
constitutional forms of governance and outward-looking policies are more supportive of institutional 
building. Institutional arrangements and processes of trade policy in all the 7 countries revolve around 
the national government, and within government, mainly on the executive branch. In some cases like 
Nigeria, Cameroon and Kenya, the fulcrum hinges on the Presidency or worse still, the President. 

There is a relative weakness of the legislative and judiciary branches of government in these 
countries. Moreover, the private sector and civil society groups exert very little influence in trade 
policy process. Although country experiences vary, there is a general lack of the required human 
and institutional resources in govt., the organized private sector and civil society. Some countries like 
Ghana and Tanzania resort to foreign experts. These countries were found to have very weak 
institutional mechanism for broadening participation across various stakeholders in the society in 
the design and implementing trade and trade related policies. However, the various countries are 
moving to address this problem in the context of pressure from home and abroad. 

Trade negotiations are conducted largely by govt. officials drawn from relevant government 
ministries. However, the nature and flow of information from the seat of power in the home country 
to the negotiation centres are grossly inadequate. Information flow is also one way and suffers from 
limited private sector involvement. Negotiating Officials also suffer from paucity of technical skills 
and knowledge. There are high turnover rates of officials in key related postings abroad. 

There is a very weak link between research and trade policy formulation and negotiation in Africa. 
While this can be partly attributed to funding constraints and weak national economic bases, external 
facilities provided by foreign governments and the WTO have not been meaningfully accessed and 
utilized by African countries. 

In conclusion, the presented recommended that African countries need to 

• strengthen capacity to identify trade policy objectives;  

• develop a framework for negotiations; strengthen the linkages among all trade policy 
stakeholders;  

• promote networking among stakeholders, including other countries;  

• strengthen implementation capacities of relevant institutions while pooling resources to 
maximize their use;  

• identify capacity gaps and needs of institutions, associations and advocacy groups that 
support policy formulation and implementation;  
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• provide adequate budgetary allocation for policy analysis, implementation, consultation, co-
ordination and negotiations; and  

• identify a network of autonomous institutions dedicated to provide training courses to 
government, private sector and individuals dealing with trade matters. 

Highlights of Discussions 

While the conclusions and recommendations contained in the paper based on studies of the relevant 
African countries were relevant to the theme of the workshop, a few attributes could be inferred 
about Africa's state preparedness in multilateral trade negotiations. These concern factors that have 
had a significant bearing on the effectiveness of trade policy formulation in the context of Africa's 
participation in negotiations as follows: 

 Africa has been facing both internal and external pressures which have compromised its 
effectiveness in the negotiations. 

 There are still substantive informational needs in Africa so as to enable it to attain a 
reasonable capacity to negotiate in its favour. 

 Geographical factors should be taken into account in the context of the role it can play in the 
facilitation of Africa's participation in the evolving multilateral trading system 

 Africa has witnessed elaborate changes to the management of its trade regimes especially 
following the structural adjustment programmes that started in the 1980s and which have 
facilitated and integrated trade as an inducement for development. 

Against the background of these factors, most African countries have not been involved in 
multilateral trade negotiations due to inherent weaknesses especially within their inter-institutional 
trade committee arrangements. Besides, lack of information and awareness about the relevant trade 
policy issues as well as the lack of political will among governments have continued to plague the 
continent. The private sector remains principally uninvolved and unintegrated within the processes of 
policymaking. 

However, some efforts are now being put in place to enable countries to inform themselves 
especially with regard to the implications of the WTO agreement. 
 
A special appeal therefore goes to regional bodies and international organizations to foster Africa's 
capacity to meet expectations within the negotiating process. The process of globalization and 
regionalism demands that in order to attain globalization objectives, especially following the 
Uruguay Round, changes must be made to compel extensive consultations with stakeholders. Initial 
partnerships between governments and stakeholders have indeed progressed well enough of recent to 
bring issues on board for the purposes of shaping development ambitions of Africa. 

Although African countries have not benefited substantially from the process of globalization, the 
remaining crucial issues that globalization has to address concern Africa's ability to tackle is 
endemic supply-side constraints or impediments. Beyond this inhibition, the required consultative 
processes in Africa must be reformed and strengthened in order to yield desired objectives. A 
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bottom-up approach to affecting these processes could allow for the constitution of appropriate 
African task forces that should deliver in assisting governments to prepare for Africa's negotiations 
at the multilateral level. It is therefore important that African governments recognize such task forces 
that should embody the participation of all parties of society. At the regional level, relevant 
organizations must help in this process of concretizing country positions in such a way as generate 
harmonious and credible positions for African countries. In this regard, the need for technological 
advancement would assist countries to cope with advancements that are needed to keep Africa's 
demands afloat. 

Participants recognized that trade policy involves a wide range of issues that in a sense can become 
difficult and complex. Therefore to seek opinions on these issues from all stakeholders may become 
cumbersome. Africa however needs an authoritative focal point for trade policymaking. This will 
certainly require resources to be pooled within the continent itself to ensure that trade policy is well 
advised to the authorities of government. The role of the private sector in trade policymaking is also 
now ever more important. 

It is therefore essential that the EPA/WTO negotiations processes be used to facilitate trade and 
industrialization in Africa, otherwise Africa will be perpetually confined to remain as a consumer 
market for industrialized countries' products.  
 
 
Capacity Building Prerequisites for Effective African Participation in the DDA 
and EPA Trade Negotiations 
Chair:   Njuguna Ndung’u, AERC 
Presenter:  Kofi Addo, AU 
Discussants:  Mamadou Mansour Sarr, Senegal 
   Joy Hara, Malawi 
Rapporteur:  Celestin Tsassa, UNDP 
 
 
Summary of Presentation 
The presenter, pointed out that African countries fully realize that the achievement of economic and 
sustainable growth needs their active participation in the multilateral trading system (MTS). 
Unfortunately African countries have not been active in the MTS for many reasons including non-
reciprocity principle, import substitution policies, lack of adequate knowledge and skill in trade 
matters. Building capacities in trade matters is essential to improve their participation in trade 
negotiations. In order to create synergies, a number of international institutions are pooling their 
resources together to help African and other developing countries. Among these are JITAP 
(WTO/UNCTAD/ITC); Integrated Framework (WTO/UNCTAD/ITC/World Bank/IMF/UNDP; 
WTO/UNIDO; WTO/ECA/ADB collaboration. The presenter emphasized that these all initiatives 
need to be based on a comprehensive plan which can assist African countries to build long-lasting 
capacity in trade matters. 
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The presenter identified the following five prerequisites for effective capacity-building in trade 
matters:  

• Ownership and Sustainability;  
• Consultation and Coordination,  
• Regional Cooperation, Participation and  
• Training.  

With respect to Ownership, the basic principle is African ownership of visions and goals of national 
development as well as policies and programmes for poverty reduction and the increased 
participation of African countries in the global economy. Statements issued by the African Union 
(AU) in the run-up to the third and fourth WTO Ministerial Conferences confirm the increasing 
ownership of the agenda by African countries. But sustainability suffers from lack of adequate data 
collection and analysis, and of strong institutions to provide in-depth analysis of trade policy matters 
and implications of trade rules on their respective countries. The establishment of AERC and ACBF, 
creation of NEPAD, recent conference of African Trade ministries in Rwanda are the measures 
undertaken to address problems. Consultation and Coordination are weak and need synergies among 
all stakeholders. Regional Cooperation requests for African countries to work together for enhancing 
bargaining strength. The establishment of WTO African Group is a step in that direction. 
Participation in multilateral negotiations suffers from lack of adequate knowledge and skills to make 
effective contributions during DDA, regional trade negotiation and EPA. Training programmes and 
better coordination between African countries could be strengthened to address these inadequacies. 
Training encompasses training of stakeholders involved in trade related issues, strengthening of 
universities and local institutions. 
 
Greater efforts should be made to disseminate information about WTO and EPA negotiations to 
relevant sections of the society. 
 
Highlights of Discussions 
Discussants and participants emphasized that supply capacities in Africa, particularly in the 
manufacturing sector should be improved. For that, private initiatives should be stimulated. Private 
sector should be assisted to increase its participation in the world trade system. Africa also needs a 
strategic vision for it development. The analysis of trade facilitation focuses more on tariffs but it is 
important to focus attention on the infrastructures and transactions costs problems. The 
harmonization of policies are among the major problems that should be solved in order to increase 
competitiveness of African manufacturer products. 
 
 
Round Table on the Way Forward 
Chair: Olu Ajakaiye, AERC 
Panelists: Teshome Mulat, AU 
 Walter Kennes, EU 
 David Luke, UNDP 
 Jacques Bigala, Congo 
 Abu Bakar Kebbay, Sierra Leone 
 Christine Kilindu, Tanzania 
Rapporteur: Joseph Karugia, AERC 
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Summary of Panel Discussions 
The chair explained that the task at hand was to identify the next steps especially in the area of 
research. 
 
David Luke commended the organizers for achieving a good mix of workshop participants. He 
noted that African countries have increasingly become more active in WTO negotiations and the 
pendulum has swung in the direction of “Behind the border issues in trade and development”. He 
identified the following key issues for further research: 

• Export promotion and supply response 
• Issues of coherence between macroeconomic policies, microeconomic policies, sectoral 

policies and PRSPs. AERC could add value by looking at the disconnect among them all. 
• Regional Integration and the question of overlapping memberships and common trade 

policy. 
He indicated that UNDP will be willing to partner with AERC in further work on these and related 
issues. 
 
Walter Kennes commended the quality of sessions and the papers presented. He made the 
following observations: 

• Private sector and civil society involvement in trade negotiations is very crucial and more 
is needed to involve them 

• Supply side constraints need to be tackled in order to reap the benefits of trade reform 
• Impact assessments of trade policy reform should be easily accessible.  The implications 

of the lack of coherence between regional integration organizations and EPAs  should be 
analyzed as well. 

• Technology transfer is crucial for economic growth but it is not an automatic process.  
Therefore, there need for an innovative technology policy that will facilitate the transfer.  
For example, the European Patent Office is ready to work in Africa and can provide a 
service to those who want to access information on technologies (these could be simple 
technologies) 

 
He called for further research in the following areas: 

• Offensive interest especially in trade in services 
• Overall trade needs assessments – EC has started some work on this and it is envisaged that 

it will be completed by 2006.  There will be need to fill specific gaps (e.g. SPS, customs 
procedures).  Trade matters are crucial for the achievement of MDGs.  Research should also 
cover the mainstreaming of trade in general development strategies. 

• The implications of EPAs  for relative attractiveness of intra-African trade. 
 
Abu Bakar Kebbay commended organizers for the very informative deliberations. He noted that: 

• Sierra Leone is a special country with a different set of problems – war, food security, and 
basic health. While acknowledging that trade is important, for Sierra Leone these issues are 
more urgent 

• AERC should collaborate with African Governments (at least some) and its work should be 
disseminated to governments more effectively 

• Impact studies are very important.  Decisions should be evidence based. Capacity will be 
needed.  Prioritization difficulties are faced by countries such as Sierra Leone. 
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• The benefits of AGOA for Africa are not well understood 
• AERC should synthesize proceedings and disseminate widely. 

 
Teshome Mulat observed that:  

• EPA negotiations are important for the AU, raising questions such as “Do EPAs lead to 
balkalization/destablisation of Africa? There is no previous experience to borrow from and 
therefore urged African countries to be cautious 

• Africa should use REC/AU framework for negotiations. Some countries have dissociated 
from the groupings and this could be destabilizing 

• Trade in services: there is need to analyze the impacts of the Four Modes and these require 
different proposals/methods 

• TRIPS was not covered in the workshop and it is causing problems in negotiations.  Other 
countries treat TRIPS as important. 

• Costs of IPs are rising –education/pharmaceuticals etc. Africa should follow examples such 
as Japan which have developed through imitation. 

• MFN/Unilateral trade arrangements seem to have reached a dead end – there are 155 
enabling clauses, yet African countries have not been able to make use of them. 

• Research is needed to show how synergy can be created between African countries 
• Food security is not a trade policy issue alone, but is much broader and requires broader 

analysis to address the issue of “hunger amidst plenty”. Environmental problems and soil 
and water (common property issues) are important for food security. 

• Research is required on how African countries can increase trade through export promotion.  
Such studies should address the impediments to establishing commodity exchange/export 
promotion. 
 

Jacques Bigala thanked organizers for inviting him to contribute, noting that it was his first time to 
participate in an AERC activity. His observations were: 

• The need to disseminate AERC work to all main actors especially African governments 
• That good governance is important for trade as governments are the main actors 
• Collaboration should be institutionalized so that it is done in a permanent manner 
• Private sector is another main actor whose participation should be enhanced. 
• Civil society  is important but is not well represented in the workshop 

 
Christine Kilindu was grateful for having the opportunity to represent the Private Sector  in the 
workshop. She noted that:  

• Across Africa, the relationship between the private sector and governments is improving 
• There is need for better coordination of policies from different ministries 
• Harmonization of donor policies e.g. on capacity building is necessary. The private sector 

needs to be trained on how to negotiate rather than on how to advocate 
• The private sector in Tanzania is quite empathic but it needs to be made more dynamic. 
• Private sector ownership is highly concentrated 
• Corruption and good governance are important for trade. For example, smuggling confers a 

competitive advantage to rivals.   
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The session chair noted that a lot has been done on the African imperatives in the new world trade 
order but it was clearly evident that more needs to be done. He summarized the contributions of the 
panelists as follows: 

• “Behind the Border Issues in Trade and Development” is an important area for further 
research and AERC should consider it its research programme 

• There is need to disseminate the project results beyond the audience in the workshop 
• All stakeholders have their parts to play so that research work can have the desired impact. 

There is therefore need for cooperation in future activities; the private sector should provide 
data required by researchers; donors need to provide adequate funding for research and 
capacity building. 
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Appendix I  
Opening Speech 

by  
Hon. Juma Ngasongwa, Minister of Trade, Tanzania  

Delivered at the Dissemination Workshop on African Imperatives in 
the New World Trade Order Co-Organized by African Economic 
Research Consortium (AERC) and Economic and Social Research 

Foundation (ESRF) at White Sands Hotel, Dar-es-Salaam. 
November 16-17, 2004 

 
Protocols. 
 
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, I feel greatly honoured to be asked 
to perform the formal opening of the Dissemination workshop of the African Economic Research 
Consortium's Collaborative Research Project on "African Imperatives in the New World Trade 
Order" organized jointly by the AERC and Tanzania's own Economic and Social Research 
Foundation (ESRF). 
 
First, I wish to use this opportunity to thank the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) 
for choosing to hold this important workshop in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Second, I thank the 
organizers for giving the opportunity to grace this occasion. Third, I wish to extend a special 
welcome to all the workshop participants, both from within and outside Africa, whom we regard as 
guests of Tanzania. I hope you will find time, during your visit to see the tremendous beauty of 
Tanzania, take advantage of the generosity of its people, and generally enjoy your stay in our 
country. 
 
I am informed that the primary objective of this workshop is to discuss the main findings and 
recommendations of the AERC's trade research project with the African policy community with a 
view to ensuring that our countries participate more effectively in and derive maximum benefits 
from the various regional, bilateral and multilateral trade agreements that they are involved in 
negotiating. In Tanzania, as in many other African countries, trade plays a major role in the 
development strategy which is directed at enhancing economic growth and poverty eradication. In 
pursuing this strategy, virtually all African countries are engaged in seeking the most optimal 
combination of regional, bilateral and multilateral trade arrangements in the context of which they 
can obtain enhanced market access opportunities for their exports and receive assistance for building 
their supply capacities while undertaking credible domestic trade policy reform in a sequence and at 
a speed which corresponds with their adjustment capacity. 
 
A workshop which brings policy makers together to discuss research-based findings and 
recommendations in this crucial area is obviously quite timely and must be regarded as an 
invaluable input into African policy-making. I should therefore, like to thank the AERC on behalf of 
myself and my colleagues in the African policy community for this important initiative. I must also, 
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in addition, challenge the AERC and other African policy research institutions to continue the work 
of providing good quality research and analytical backstopping for policy making not only in the 
area of trade but also with respect to other aspects of overall development, economic growth and 
poverty eradication. 
 
This workshop represents, in fact, the culmination of the process of disseminating the results of 
AERC's trade project. Back in August 2003, dissemination workshops were held in Cameroon, 
Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania and Uganda aimed at enhancing the effective 
participation of African countries in the Cancun (Mexico) Ministerial Conference of the World 
Trade Organization. 
I am pleased to note that I had the singular honour of launching the Tanzanian workshop which was 
held on 12 and 13 August 2003. Many senior officials of my Ministry participated actively and the 
post-workshop reports that I received confirmed its significant contribution to our capacity building 
for trade policy-making and trade negotiations. I am convinced that the same results were obtained 
in the other countries in which similar workshops were held. 
 
The programme laid out for this workshop promises a rich harvest for all participants. I urge my 
colleagues from the African policy community, who are participating in the workshop, to take full 
advantage of the opportunity presented for exchange of views on the "best practice" in our various 
countries with respect to the issues under discussion, while using this meeting as an opportunity for 
enhancing their interaction with the research community for the overall benefit of the improved 
management of our economies and the raising of the standard of living of the African people. 
I wish you all fruitful deliberations and look forward to receiving the conclusions of your 
discussions. 
 
With this few remarks, I have the pleasure of formally declaring this dissemination workshop open. 
 
Thank you. 
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Appendix II 
WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 

November 16, 2004 
 
9.00 - 10.00 OPENING 
Chair:   William Lyakurwa, Executive Director, AERC 
Welcome Remarks: H.K.R. Amani, Executive Director, ESRF 
Workshop Introduction: Olu Ajakaiye, Director of Research, AERC 
Official Opening: Hon. Juma Ngasongwa, Minister of Trade, Tanzania 
 
10.00 - 10.30 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
10.30 - 11.30 SESSION 1 
Chair:   Hussein Kamote, Tanzania 
Paper Title:  Africa in the EPA Trade Negotiations 
Presenter:  Ademola Oyejide, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Walter Kennes, European Commission 
Rapporteur:  Adeola Adenikinju, University of Ibadan 
 
11.30 - 12.30 SESSION 2 
Chair:   Beugre Abraham Lowa, Cote d’Ivoire 
Paper Title:  Africa in the Doha Development Agenda Negotiations 
Presenter:  Patrick Low, World Trade Organisation 
Discussants:  Lambert Patrice Tsathy, Congo  
Rapporteur:  Ernest Bamou, University of Yaounde II 
 
12.30 - 14.00 Lunch Break 
 
14.00 - 15.00 SESSION 3 
Chair   AnduAlem Tegegne, Ethiopia 
Paper Title:  Market Access Barriers and African Agricultural Exports 
Presenter:  Hezron Nyangito, KIPPRA 
Discussants:  Sicily Kariuki, Kenya 
   Mohamed Said Fofana, Guinea 
Rapporteur:  Abena Oduro, Centre For Policy Analysis 
 
15.00 - 16.00 SESSION 4 
Chair   Saran Toure, Guinea 
Paper Title: Food Security and the DDA and EPA Negotiations: An African Perspective 
Presenter:  Wale Ogunkola, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Euphrem Sebatigita, Burundi 
   Sanusi Deen, Sierra Leone 
Rapporteur:  Prime Nyamoya, Banque de Credit de Bujumbura 
 
16.00 - 16.30 Coffee/Tea Break 
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16.30 - 17.30 SESSION 5 
Chair   Koulina Boukpessi Bararmna, Togo 
Paper Title:  Primary Commodity Issues the DDA and EPA Trade Negotiations 
Presenter:  T. Ademola Oyejide, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Emily Mburu, UNCTAD 
   Aoussine Bouba, Cameroon 
Rapporteur:  Rose Ngugi, University of Nairobi 
 
17.30 - 18.30 SESSION 6 
Chair   Ernest Manirumva, Burundi 
Paper Title: Trade Liberalization and African Manufacturing: Implications for the DDA and EPA 

Trade Negotiations 
Presenter: Francis Mwega, University of Nairobi and AERC 
Discussants:  Mohammed Nur Saney, Ethiopia 
   Brahms Achiayao, Ghana 
Rapporteur:  Adeola Adenikinju, University of Ibadan 
 
19.00 – 23.00  Cocktail 
 
 

November 17, 2004 
 
09.00 - 10.00 SESSION 7 
Chair   Simon K. Mutabuzi, Tanzania 
Paper Title: Export Promotion in Africa: Can the DDA and EPA Trade Negotiations Help? 
Presenter:  Dominique Njinkeu, ILEAP 
Discussants:  Agayo Ogambi, Kenya 
Rapporteur:  Ephraim Chirwa, University of Malawi 
 
10.00 - 11.00 SESSION 8 
 
Chair   Emmanuel Sikombe, Cameroon 
Paper Title: African Interests, Options and Challenges in the DDA and EPA Services Trade 

Negotiations 
Presenter:  Abiodun Bankole, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Charles Jebuni, Centre For Policy Analysis 
Rapporteur: Ousmanou Njikam, University of Yaounde II 
 
11.00 - 11.30 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
11.30 - 12.30 SESSION 9 
Chair:   Humphrey P.B. Moshi, Tanzania 
Paper Title: Institutional Framework and the Process of Trade Policy Making in African 

Countries 
Presenter:  Adigun Agbaje, University of Ibadan 
Discussants:  Poukilipo Djato-Kolani, Togo 
   Nimrod Waniala, Uganda 
Rapporteur:  Yusuf Atiku Abdalla, Bank of Uganda 
 
12.30 - 14.00 Lunch Break 
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14.00 - 15.00 SESSION 10 
Chair:   Njuguna Ndung’u, AERC 
Paper Title: Capacity Building Prerequisites for Effective African Participation in the DDA and 

EPA Negotiations 
Presenter:  Kofi Addo, AU 
Discussants:  Mamadou Mansour Sarr, Senegal 
   Joy Hara, Malawi 
Rapporteur:  Celestin Tsassa, UNDP 
 
15.00 - 16.30 SESSION 11 
Chair: Olu Ajakaiye, AERC 
Theme: Round Table on the Way Forward 
Panelists: Teshome Mulat, AU 
 Walter Kennes, EC 
 David Luke, UNDP 
 Jacques Bigala, Congo 
 Abu Bakar Kebbay, Sierra Leone 
 Christine Kilindu, Tanzania 
Rapporteur:  Joseph Karugia, AERC 
 
16.30 - 17.00 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
17.00 - 17.30 CLOSING 

Concluding Remarks: Prof. William Lyakurwa, Executive Director, AERC 

 

 28



Appendix III 
List of Participants 

 
 
Belgium 
 
1. Dr. Walter Kennes 

Principal Administrator 
European Commission 
Rue de la Loi, B-1049 
Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: 32 2 299 2724 
Fax: 32 2 299 2896 
E-mail: Walter.Kennes@cec.eu.int

 
 
Burundi 
 
2. Ephrem Sebatigita 

General Manager 
SQC (Seba Quali Concept) 
24, Boulevard de l’indépendance 
B.P 1691 
Bujumbura 
Burundi 
Tel: 257 248451 
Home Tel: 257 224032 
Cell: 257 930001 
Fax: 257 248451 
E-mail: fsebatigita@yahoo.com

 
3. Ernest Manirumva 

Secrétaire Exécutif 
Association des Employeurs du Burundi 
Avenue de la Mission No. 187 
Bujumbura 
Burundi 
Tel: 257 221119 
Home Tel: 257 242960 
Cell: 257 977257 
Fax: 257 221120 
E-mail: manir23@yahoo.fr
 

4. Prime Nyamoya 
Lecturer in Economics/Managing Director 
Banque de Credit de Bujumbura s.m. 
BP 2085 
Bujumbura 
Burundi 
Tel: 257 222091 
Cell: 257 948507 
Fax: 257 223007 
Email: pny@bcb.bi 

 
 

Cameroon 
 

5. Mr. Aoussine Bouba 
Head of the Subdivision of External Trade 
Ministry of Industrial and Commercial Development 
P.O. Box 13929 
Yaounde 
Tel: 237 2233210 
Cell: 237 9674838 
Fax: 237 2232210 
Email: aoussin@yahoo.fr 

 
6. Mr. Emmanuel Sikombe 

Head of Department of Studies 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Crafts 
P.O. Box 4011 
Douala 
Cameroon 
Tel: 237 3426787 
Home Tel: 237 2207708 
Cell: 237 9618457 
Fax: 237 2220155, 3425596 
Email: emmasikombe@yahoo.fr
 

7. Dr. Ernest Bamou 
Senior Lecturer/Senior Economist 
FSEG, Université de Yaoundé II-SOA 
D.P, Ministry of Finance & Budget  
P.O. Box 1365  
Yaoundé 
Cameroun 
Tel: 237 7705588/2311606 
Fax: 237 2221873 
Email: bamer@iccnet.cm
Bamer@uycdc.uninet.cm
 

 29

mailto:Walter.Kennes@cec.eu.int
mailto:fsebatigita@yahoo.com
mailto:manir23@yahoo.fr
mailto:emmasikombe@yahoo.fr
mailto:bamer@iccnet.cm
mailto:Bamer@uyede.uninet.cm


8. Dr. Ousmanou Njikam 
Lecturer 
FSEG, Universite de Yaounde II 
Department of Economics 
B.P. 1063 
Yaounde 
Cameroun 
Home Tel: 237 2311190 
Cell: 237 7423818 
Fax: 231 2221873 
Email: onjikam@uycdc.uninet.cm 
 
 

Central African Republic 
 
9. Ms. Binta Moussa 

Expert 
Direction du Commerce, 
de l'Industrie et du Tourisme 
Communauté Économique et Monétaire de 
l'Afrique Centrale (CEMAC) 
BP 969 
Bangui 
Central African Republic 
Tel: 236 611885 
Home Tel: 236 095803 
Cell: 236 057386 
Fax: 236 612135 
Email: Bintam@yahoo.com 

 
 
Congo 
 
10. Dr. Lambert Patrice Tsathy  

Directeur du Commerce Extérieur 
Ministère du commerce 
BP 2098 
Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel: 242 6703390 
Cell: 242 6703390 
Fax: 242 814035 

 
11. Jacques Bigala 

Directeur de l’appui Institutionel 
Chambre de Commerce, d’Industrie, 
d’Agriculture et des Metieres de Brazzaville 
Avenue Amilcar Cabral 
BP 92 
Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel: 242 5383709 
Cell: 242 5383709 
Fax: 242 811608 
E-mail: jbigala@yahoo.fr
 

12. Dr. Celestin Tsassa 
Programme des Nations Unies pour le 
Développement 

Rua Rui Djassi, Batiment Nations Unies 
Caixa Postal 179 Bissau Codex 
Guinea-Bissau 
Tel: 245 201358, 245 201368 
Fax: 245 201753 
E-mail: ctsassa@yahoo.fr 

 
 
Ethiopia 
 
13. Mr. AnduAlem Tegegne 

Secretary General 
Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce 
Chamber Building, 1st Floor 
P.O. Box 517, Mexico Square 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel. 251 1 514005, 519946 
Home Tel: 251 1 110557 
Cell: 251 9 253321  
Email: andu_alemt@yahoo.com 

 
14. Mohammed Nur Saney 

Vice President 
Ethiopian Manufacturing Industries Association 
P.O. Box 8739 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 512384 
Home: Tel: 251 1 628741 
Cell: 251 9 207252 
Fax: 251 1 507148 
Email: mnsaney@yahoo.com  
 

15. Prof. Teshome Mulat 
Fiscal Policy Expert 
African Union 
Roosevelt Street (Old Airport Area), W21K19 
P.O. Box 3243 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 527075 
Home Tel: 251 1 613995 
Cell: 637368 
Email: teshmulat@telecom.net.et
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16. Mr. Tewodros Negash Kahsay 
Lecturer 
Department of Economics 
Addis Ababa University 
P. O Box 5563  
Addis Ababa  
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 223774 
Cell: 251 9 402988 
Fax: 251 1 223774 
Email: tewodn@econ.aau.edu.et 

 
 

Ghana 
 
17. Mr. Brahms Achiayao 

Director, Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
P.O. Box M47 
Accra  
Ghana 
Tel: 233 21 686518 
Home Tel: 233 21 7011245 
Cell: 255 244 890934 
Fax: 233 21 662428 
Email: info@moti-ghana.com
 

18. Dr. Charles D. Jebuni 
Research Fellow 
Centre for Policy Analysis 

 11 Dr Amilcar Carbral Rd. 
 P.O. Box 19010 - Accra-North 
 Accra 
 Ghana 
 Tel: 233 21 779365 
 Home Tel: 233 21 507666 
 Cell: 233 244 806551 
 Fax: 233 21 773670 
 Email: charles@cepa.org.gh
 
19. Ms. Abena F.D. Oduro 

Research Fellow 
Centre for Policy Analysis 
P.O. Box 19010 
Accra-North 
Ghana  
Tel: 233 21 778035 
Home Tel: 233 21 220017 
Cell: 233 201 2875 
Fax: 233-21 773670 
Email: abena@cepa.org.gh  

 

Guinea 
 
20. Mrs. Saran Toure 

Responsable Chargée de la Coordination 
CENAFOD 
BP 1580 
Conakry 
Guinea 
Tel: 224 296483 
Email:sarantoure2000@yahoo.fr
cenafodgn@biasif.net
 

21. Mr. Sekou Falil Doumbouya 
Cellule d'Etude de Politique Economique (CEPEC) 
B.P. 2570 
Rue K-028, Quartier Almamya - Commune de 
Kaloum, Almamya 
Conakry 
Guinée 
Tel: 224 433615 
Home Tel: 224 11 552184 
Cell: 224 13 408968 
Fax: 224 430980 
Email: sdoumbouya@hotmail.com

 
 

Kenya 
 
22. Prof. Francis Mwega 

Associate Professor 
Department of Economics 
University of Nairobi 
P.O. Box 30197 
Nairobi 
Cell: 254 733 606672 
Email: fmmwega@yahoo.com 

 
23. Mrs. Sicily Kariuki 

Chief Executive  
Fresh Produce Exporters Association of Kenya 
P.O. Box 40312 
Nairobi 00100 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 44451488/9 
Home Tel: 254 20 860502 
Fax: 254 20 44451489 
Email: info@fpeak.org 
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24. Mr. Edward Govinson Tey Owango 
Planning Officer/Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kilimo House 
P.O. Box 30028 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2719013 
Cell: 254 722 456833 
Fax: 254 20 2711149 
Email:tedowango@yahoo.com 
 

25. Mr. Paul Ndungu Muchendu 
Economist 
Planning Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kilimo House 
P.O. Box 30028 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2719013 ext 007 
Cell: 254 722 373104 
Fax: 254 20 2711149 
Email:bethsaidacare@yahoo.com 

 
26. Lucy Wangari Mwangi 

Programme Coordinator 
Kenya National Federation of Agric. Producers 
P.O. Box 43148 - 00100 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 608324/600355 
Home Tel: 254 45 24118 
Cell: 254 722 851433 
Fax: 254 20 608325 
Email: farmers@kefap.co.ke  
 

27. Mr. Muchiri Mwangi Charles 
Governor 
K.E.P.S.A 
9th Floor, Electricity House, Harambee Avenue 
P.O. Box 74666 
Nairobi 00200 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 310657 
Fax: 254 20 313859 
Cell: 254 722 520933 
Email: mosica@kenyaweb.com 
 

28. Dr. Rachael Asike Masake 
Consultant in Project Management 
VEDAMAN and RELMA/ICRAF 
P.O. Box 51179 
Nairobi 00200 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 02 2731273 
Home Tel: 254 20 4347242 
Cell: 254 722 386595 

 Email: masakera@nbnet.co.ke 
 
29. Ms. Millie Biruma Abaru 

Regional Land Management Unit in ICRAF 
ICRAF House 
United Nations Avenue, Gigiri 
P.O. Box 63403 
Nairobi – 00619 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 524400/524418 
Cell: 254 722 710889 
Fax: 254 20 524401 
Email: M.Abaru@cgiar.org

 
30. Mr. Agayo Ogambi 

Manager 
Trade Information Department 
Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
2nd Floor, Ufanisi House 
Haile Selassie Avenue 
P.O. Box 47024 
Nairobi 00100 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 020 220867 
Fax: 254 20 318367 
Email: kncci@swiftkenya.com
agayoo@yahoo.com
 

31. Mr. Steve Ndele 
Senior Adviser 
USAID 
P.O. Box 30261 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 862400 
Home Tel : 254 20 631430 
Cell: 254 722 723969 
 

32. Dr. Rose Ngugi 
Policy Analyst 
KIPPRA/ University of Nairobi 
P.O. Box 30197 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2719933 
Fax: 254 20 2719965 
E-mail: rngugi@kippra.or.ke 
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Malawi 
 

33. Mr. Joy C. Hara 
Senior Economist 
Ministry of Trade and Private Sector 
Development 
P.O. Box 30366 
Lilongwe 3 
Malawi 
Tel: 265 1 770244 
Cell: 265 9 314636 
Fax: 265 1 770680 
Email: joyharah@yahoo.com 

 
34. Ms. Edna Chamgwera 

Regional Manager 
Malawi Confederation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
P.O. Box 258 
Blantyre 
Malawi 
Tel: 265 673288, 8843289 
Cell: 265 8843289 
Fax: 265 675113 
Email: echamgwera@mccci.org
 

35. Dr. Ephraim W. Chirwa 
Associate Professor 
University of Malawi 
Chancellor College 
Department of Economics 
P.O. Box 280 
Zomba 
Malawi. 
Tel: 265 1527399 
Home Tel: 265 1525998 
Cell: 265 8839296 
Fax: 265 1527399 
E-mail: echirwa@yahoo.com

 
 

Nigeria 
 

36. Dr. Abiodun S. Bankole 
Lecturer 
Trade Policy Research & Training Programme,  
Dept. of Economics,  
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Nigeria 
Tel: 234 2 8101701 ext 226 
Cell: 234 8023258013 
Fax: 234 2 8103280 
Email: asbanky@yahoo.com 

 
37. Dr. E. Olawale Ogunkola 

Senior Lecturer 
Department of Economics 
Faculty of Social Sciences 

University of Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Nigeria 
Tel: 234 802 3518576 
Cell: 234 805 6151518 
Fax: 234 2 8100079 
E-mail: waleogunkola@yahoo.com 

 
38. Prof. T. Ademola Oyejide 

Professor of Economics 
Department of Economics 
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Nigeria 
Tel: 234 2 8101701 Ext. 110 
Home Tel: 234 2 8105664 
Cell: 234 804 2117665 
Fax: 234 2 2412327 
Email: adeoyejide@yahoo.co.uk 

 
39. Mr. Ken Ukaoha 

President General 
National Association of Nigeria Traders & Nigerian 
Trade Network 
Suite 15-16, Garki 11 Shopping Centre 
Opp. City Plaza, near old CBN, Muhammed Buhari 
Way 
FCT Abuja 
Tel: 234 09 6719963 
Home Tel: 234 1 4753269 
Fax: 234 09 5233034 
Email: nants_nig@yahoo.com 
 kennants@yahoo.com
 

40. Dr. Gbenga Gregory Obideyi 
Consultant Trade Economist 
Trade and Customs Policy Department 
Economic Community Of West African States 
(ECOWAS) 
60, Yakubu Gowon Crescent 
Asokoro District P.M.B. 401  
Abuja 
Nigeria 
Tel: 234 9 3147638 
Home Tel: 234 804 2140500 
Cell: 234 803 5976007 
Fax: 234 9 3147646  
Email: gbengaobidvd@yahoo.com 
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41. Dr. Adeola Adenikinju 
Senior Lecturer 
Centre for Econometrics and Allied Research 
Department of Economics 
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Nigeria 
Tel: 234 2 8101701 
Home Tel: 234 2 810768 
Cell: 234 802 3440018 
Fax: 234 2 8103451 
Email: aadeola@skannet.com 
adeolaadenikinju@yahoo.com

 
 
Senegal 
 
42. Mr. Mamadou Mansour Sarr 

Expert – Conseils 
Conseil national du Patronat du Sénégal (CNP) 
7, Rue Jean Mermoz 
BP 3537 
Dakar 
Senegal 
Tel: 221 8215803 
Fax: 221 8222842 
E-mail: cnp@sentoo.sn 
Mansarr4@hotmail.com
 

43. Mrs. Gisèle Lopès Dalmeida 
Présidente 
Réseau des Professionnels de l'agro-alimentaire 
d'Afrique (INTERFACE) 
Rue A Prolongeé  
BP 7456 Médina 
Dakar 
Senegal 
Tel: 221 8256685  
Fax: 221 8246026 
E-mail: interface@tpsnet.sn
interface@sentoo.sn 

 
 

Sierra Leone 
 
44. Mr. Abu Bakarr Kebbay 

Director of Exports and AGOA 
Sierra Leone Export Development and Investment 
Corporation (SLEDIC) 
NIC Building 18-20 Walpole Street 
Freetown 
Sierra Leone. 
Tel: 232 22 227604 
Home Tel: 232 22 220103 
Cell: 232 76 606389 
Fax: 232 22 235129 
Email: sledic93@sierratel.sl 

 
45. Mr. Sanusi S. Deen 

National Chairman 
Sierra Leone Indigenous Business Association 
18 Pultney Street 
Freetown 
Sierra Leone 
Tel: 232 22 224479 
Cell: 233 76 608663 
Fax: 232 22 224479 
Email: ssdeen@sierratel.sl 

 
Switzerland 
 
46. Mr. Kofi Addo 

Consultant 
African Union, Geneva 
Avenue de Luserna 22 
1203 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: 41 22 3406191 
Home Tel: 41 22 3406191 
Cell: 41 793757385 
Email: kofiaddo1@yahoo.com 

 
47. Mr. David Luke 
 Senior Advisor 
 Trade Competitiveness & Negotiations 
 Trade and Human Development Unit 
 UNDP Office in Geneva 
 Palais des Nations 
 CH 1211 Geneva 10 
 Switzerland 
 Tel: 41 22 917 8202 
 Fax: 41 22 917 8014 
 E-mail: david.luke@undp.org 
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48. Ms. Emily Njeri Mburu 
Trade Policy Expert 
Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy 
Branch 
UNCTAD 

 Palais des Nations 
 8-14 Ave. de la Paix 
 CH-1211 Geneva 10 
 Switzerland 
 Tel: 41 (22) 9175686 
 Fax: 41 (22) 9170044 
 E-mail: emily.mburu@unctad.org
 
 
Tanzania 

 
49. Mrs. Christine Kilindu 

Executive Director 
Confederation of Tanzania Industries (CTI) 
9th Floor, NIC Investment House 
P.O. Box 71783 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2114954 
Fax: 255 22 2115414 
Email: cti@cti.co.tz
 

50. Mr. Kalua Simba 
Chamber Development Officer 
Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture 
Twiga House, 2nd Floor 
P.O Box 9713 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 748 414119 
Fax: 255 22 2119437 
Email: kaluasimba@yahoo.com 
 

51. Mr. Hussein S. Kamote  
Director of Policy and Research 
Confederation of Tanzania Industries (CTI) 
P.O Box 71783 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel. 255 22 2114954 
Home Tel: 256 748 395038 
Email: kamote@cti.co.tz 

 

52. Mr. Saidi S. Saidi 
Secretary General 
Tanzania Federation of Co-operatives Ltd 
P. O. Box 2567 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2184081/9 
Fax: 255 22 2184081 
Cell: 255 744 312406 
Email: sulemanisaidi@yahoo.com
 

53. Dr. Flora Musonda 
Senior Research Fellow 
ESRF 
51 Uproto Street 
Ursino Estates 
P O Box 31226 
Dar-es-salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2760260 
Home Tel: 255 22 222617729 
Cell: 255 741 2918791879 
Fax: 255 22 2760062 
Email: fmusonda@esrf.or.tz
 

54. Mr. Julius M.M. Matiko 
Vice President (Agriculture) 
Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture (TCCIA) 
P.O. Box 9713 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 222119436 
Home Tel: 255 748273499 
Cell: 255748461648 
Fax: 255 222119537 
Email: jmatiko@hotmail.com 
 

 
55. Prof. H.K.R. Amani 

Executive Director 
ESRF 
51 Uproto Street 
Ursino Estate 
P.O. Box 31226, 
Dar-es-salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2760260 
Fax: 255 22 2760062 
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56. Prof. Samuel Wangwe 
ESRF 
51 Uproto Street 
Ursino Estate 
P.O. Box 31226 
Dar es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2760260 
Cell: 255 744 325487 
Fax: 255 22 2760062 
Email: swangwe@esrf.or.tz
 

57. Prof. Humphrey Moshi 
Chief Economic Advisor to the President 
The State House 
P.O. Box 2422 
Zanzibar 
Tel: 255 0744 307163 
Fax: 255 24 2233669 
Email: hpmoshi@hotmail.com
pepau@zanzinet.com 

 
58. Ms. Rhoda Umbani Mshana 

Consultant 
Deloitte and Touche 
10th Floor PPF Tower 
Corner of Ohio Street and Garden Avenue 
P.O. Box 1559 
Dar es Salaam 
Tel: 255 22 2116006 
Fax: 255 22 2116379 
Email: rmshana@deloitte.co.tz 

59. Vincent Paul Lukonge 
Secretary General 
TAFA, ESRF 
P.O. Box 8692 
Dodoma 
Tanzania 
Cell: 255 748 315885 
Email: vincentlukonge@yahoo.com
 

Togo 
 
60. Mr. Poukilipo Djato-Kolani 

Directeur du Développement Industriel 
Ministère du Commerce et du l’Industrie  
BP 831 
Lomé 
Togo 
Tel: 228 2224913 
Home Tel: 228 2259633 
Cell: 228 9043788 
Fax: 228 2210572 
Email: poukilipodja@yahoo.fr 

 

61. Mr. Koulina Boukpessi Bararmna 
Chargé d’Etudes 
Direction du Commerce Extérieur 
Ministère du Commerce, de l’Industrie, des 
Transports et du Développement de la Zone Franche 
B.P. 383 
Lomé 
Togo 
Tel: 228 2221643 
Home Tel: 228 2212907 
Cell: 228 9172497 
Fax: 228 2210572 
Email: kgbgermain@yahoo.fr
 
 

Tunisia 
 
62. Dr. Mohammed A. Salisu 

Principal Research Economist 
Development Research Department 
African Development Bank (ADB) 
13 Rue du Ghana 
BP 323 
1002 Tunis Belvèdère 
Tunisia 
Tel.: 216 71 103423 
Cell: 216 22143871 
Fax: 216 71 834436 
Email: m.salisu@afdb.org 
 
 

Uganda 
 
63. Mr. Nimrod Waniala 

Executive Director 
Private Sector Foundation Uganda 
P.O Box 7683  
Kampala 
Uganda 
Tel: 256 41 230956/342163 
Home Tel: 256 41 286841 
Cell: 256 77 221448 
Fax: 256 41 259109 
Email: nwaniala@psfuganda.org
nwaniala@yahoo.co.uk 

 
64. Mr. Maurice Okello Ocaya 

Assistant Commissioner 
Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries 
P.O Box 102 
Entebbe, Uganda 
Tel: 256 41 320130 
Cell: 256 71 860558 
Fax: 256 41 321047 
Email: agrebbe@infocom.co.ug 
 

65. Mr. Yusuf Atiku Abdalla 
Senior Principal Economist 
Bank of Uganda 
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Research Department 
P.O. Box 7120 
Kampala 
Uganda 
Tel: 256 41 258441/6 ext 2804 
Home Tel: 256 77544932 
Cell: 256 71419405 
Fax: 256 41 230791 
Email: yabdalla@bou.or.ug 
yusuf_abdalla@yahoo.com
 

68. Prof. Olusanya Ajakaiye 
Director of Research 
African Economic Research Consortium 
3rd Floor, Mebank Towers 
Milimani Road 
P.O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2734150, 2734153 
Fax: 254 20 2734170, 2734173 
Email: research@aercafrica.org 

 USA 
69. Prof. Njuguna Ndung’u 

Director of Training 
African Economic Research Consortium 
3rd Floor, Mebank Towers 
Milimani Road 
P.O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2734150, 2734153 
Fax: 254 20 2734170, 2734173 
Email: training@aercafrica.org 

 

 
66. Mr. Jacob David Werksman 

Senior Advisor 
Global Inclusion 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
420 Fifth Avenue, New York 
NY 10018-2702 
USA 
Tel: 1 212 8528212 
Fax: 1 212 8528461 
Email: JWerksman@rockfound.org 

 
70. Dr. Joseph Karugia 

Manager, Research 
African Economic Research Consortium 
3rd Floor, Mebank Towers 
Milimani Road 
P.O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2734150, 2734153 
Fax: 254 20 2734170, 2734173 
Email: joseph.karugia@aercafrica.org

 
 

SECRETARIAT 
 
67. Prof. William Lyakurwa 

Executive Director 
African Economic Research Consortium 
3rd Floor, Mebank Towers 
Milimani Road 
P.O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2734150, 2734153 
Fax: 254 20 2734170, 2734173 
Email: exec.dir@aercafrica.org 

 
CONTACT 
 
African Economic Research Consortium 
3rd Floor, Mebank Towers 
Milimani Road 
P.O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: 254 20 2734150, 2734153 
Fax: 254 20 2734170, 2734173 
 
Email: 
ED’s Office: exec.dir@aercafrica.org 
Research: research@aercafrica.org 
Administration: admin@aercafrica.org 
Training: training@aercafrica.org 
Publications: publications@aercafrica.org 
Communications: communications@aercafrica.org 
Website: www.aercafrica.org 
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